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2009

384 Homeless

71 Chronic Homeless

2011

634 Homeless

140 Chronic Homeless

65% increase in Homeless

97% increase in Chronic Homeless
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$54,000
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Community         Vs.                Advocates

ÅUnsightly

ÅUnsanitary

ÅFire Hazards

ÅSafety Concerns

ÅPoor Image

ÅHeavy
Handed
Police

ÅHomeless
Rights

ÅLack of 
Shelter
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Cost of Mistreatment of Homeless

-Unlawful search and seizure

-Destruction of property

-Targeting homeless

-Property rights
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Fresno Homeless Residents Win Settlement Over Cityôs 
Destruction of Personal Property

FRESNO ïUnited States District Judge Oliver W. Wanger gave 
preliminary approval today to a $2.35 million class -action settlement 

between a class of hundreds of homeless Fresno residents and the 
City of Fresno and the California Department of Transportation.

ñThe Courtôs ruling and the settlement should send 
a strong message to other cities throughout our 
country that if they violate the rights of their 

most vulnerable residents, they will be 
held accountable,ò

said ACLU -NC staff attorney Michael Risher .

June, 2008 Fresno, CA. $2.35 Million 

Seizing/Destroying homeless personal 

possessions
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Selecting the right Officers
Å CIT certified

Å Compassionate

Å Flexible

Å Willing to get dirty

Å Treat everyone equal

Å Open minded

Å Case Management skills

Å Professional Mover

Å Housing Specialist

Å Resource Specialist

Å Taxi Driver

Å Fundraiser
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Homeless 
Brochure
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Specialized 

assigned vehicles
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Community 

collaboration 

is essential
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Responsibilities of HOT
VRespond to all 911 homeless related calls for service

VRespond to officer related calls for assistance

VProvide education to the community on H.O.T.

VProvide education to department members

VFundraising for H.O.T.

VConduct outreach within the community

VTransport clients to and from appointments

VEnforce camping ordinance

VClean up and remove camp sites 

VMaintain case management database

VMaintain H.O.T. intelligence hub

VStatistician 

VConduct some case management for over 500 individuals

VCreate homeless brochures/pamphlets

VCreate community partnerships

VCoordinate physical move-in with clients

VMaintain a highly flexible schedule

VAnswer 20-40 phone calls a day 24/7  
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�³Therapeutic

Nudge�´��
or

�³�0�R�P�¶�V���7�R�X�J�K��
�/�R�Y�H�´

Toward 

Self-Sufficiency

CHAPTER 5.XX

CAMPING ON PUBLIC PROPERTY PROHIBITED

SECTION 1.  Section 5.20.010 of the Code of the City of Wichita, 

Kansas, is hereby created to read as follows:  �³�3�U�H�D�P�E�O�H������
WHEREAS, the City of Wichita has an important governmental 

interest in ensuring the streets and public areas within the city are 

readily accessible and available to residents and the public at large; 

and 

WHEREAS, the use of these areas for camping purposes interferes 

with the rights of others to use the areas for which they were 

intended; and 

WHEREAS, the use of these areas for camping purposes can 

constitute a public health and safety hazard which adversely 

impacts commercial areas and neighborhoods; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this chapter is to maintain streets, 

parks and other public property and areas within the City of Wichita 

in a clean, sanitary and accessible condition and to adequately 

protect the health, safety and public welfare of the community, 

while recognizing that, subject to reasonable conditions, camping 

and camping activities associated with special events can be 

beneficial to the cultural and educational climate in the city.

WHEREFORE, the city of Wichita enacts the ordinance codified in 

Sections 5.20.010 through 5.20.070 prohibiting camping upon 

public property within the city.  

SECTION 2.  Section 5.20.020 of the Code of the 

City of Wichita, Kansas, is hereby created to read as follows:

�³�8�Q�O�D�Z�I�X�O���&�D�P�S�L�Q�J������It is unlawful and a public 

nuisance for any person or persons to camp in or upon any public 

property or public right of way, unless such person or persons have 

been granted a temporary permit allowing such activity, or the 

individual or individuals are deemed homeless and there are not 

any appropriate shelters available for them as set forth in Section 

5.XX.050 of this chapter.ò  

. 


